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April 14, 2022

Assemblymember Brian Maienschein
Capitol Office, 1021 O Street, Suite 5640
Sacramento, CA 94249

RE: AB 2499: Expanding access to organic certification for underserved farmers and ranchers - SUPPORT
RE: AB 2499: Expandir el acceso a la certificacion orgdnica para los agricultores y ganaderos desatendidos — APOYO

Dear Assemblymember Maienschein:

The undersigned organizations and businesses write in support of your bill, AB 2499, which creates an Organic Transition
Program to support California’s underserved farmers and ranchers transition to organic. We urge swift passage of this
bill, which would provide limited resource and socially disadvantaged farmers and ranchers additional tools to stay in
business and steward natural resources.

Las organizaciones y empresas firmantes escriben en apoyo de su proyecto de ley, AB 2499, que crea un Programa de
Transicion Orgdnica para apoyar a los agricultores y ganaderos desatendidos de California en su transicion a la
agricultura orgdnica. Instamos a que se apruebe rdpidamente este proyecto de ley, que proporcionaria a los agricultores
y ganaderos de recursos limitados y socialmente desfavorecidos herramientas adicionales para permanecer en el negocio
y administrar los recursos naturales.

Organic is a unique food label backed by federal law that requires farmers and ranchers to conserve soil, water,
wetlands, woodlands, and wildlife. To earn organic certification, farmers cannot apply prohibited synthetic pesticides
and fertilizers to the land for three years prior to their first organic harvest. Farmers cannot sell their products under the
organic label during this transition period and most experience yield losses and higher production costs as the soil
adjusts to ecological management and the farmer learns and invests in new practices.

El término orgdnico es una etiqueta unica de alimentos respaldada por la ley federal que exige que los agricultores y
ganaderos conserven el suelo, el agua, los humedales, los bosques y la vida silvestre. Para obtener la certificacion
orgdnica, los agricultores no pueden aplicar pesticidas y fertilizantes sintéticos prohibidos a la tierra durante los tres afios
anteriores a su primera cosecha orgdnica. Los agricultores no pueden vender sus productos bajo la etiqueta orgdnica
durante este periodo de transicion y la mayoria experimentan pérdidas de rendimiento y mayores costos de produccion
mientras el suelo se adapta al manejo ecoldgico y el agricultor aprende e invierte en nuevas prdcticas.

The organic transition period asks farmers to carry three years of risk on top of the myriad of economic, climate, and
COVID-related challenges they already face. This process often creates an insurmountable barrier to entry for
underserved farmers and ranchers. Limited resource farmers manage their business on thinner margins that prevent
them from assuming additional risk. Socially disadvantaged farmers have faced historical discrimination, some of which
still exists today, that limits access to resources and information.

El periodo de transicion orgdnica pide a los agricultores que asuman tres afos de riesgo ademds de los innumerables
retos economicos, climdticos y de COVID a los que ya se enfrentan. Este proceso a menudo crea una barrera de entrada
insuperable para los agricultores y ganaderos con pocos recursos. Los agricultores de recursos limitados administran sus



negocios con mdrgenes mds reducidas que les impiden asumir riesgos adicionales. Los agricultores socialmente
desfavorecidos se han enfrentado a una discriminacion histdrica, que en parte aun existe hoy, que limita el acceso a los
recursos y la informacion.

AB 2499 promotes equitable access to organic certification and markets by creating an Organic Transition Program. This
program provides direct assistance to underserved farmers and ranchers to adopt organic practices and offset the risk
during the transition period. It also invests in organic-specific technical assistance such as financial and farm planning
and mentorship by seasoned organic farmers.

AB 2499 promueve el acceso equitativo a la certificacion y los mercados orgdnicos mediante la creacion de un Programa
de Transicion Orgdnica. Este programa brinda asistencia directa a agricultores y ganaderos desatendidos para que
adopten prdcticas orgdnicas y compensen el riesgo durante el periodo de transicion. También invierte en asistencia
técnica especifica para la agricultura orgdnica, como planificacion financiera y agricola y tutoria por parte de
agricultores orgdnicos experimentados.

AB 2499 expands opportunity for all farmers by making organic certification an accessible option. In addition to
establishing an Organic Transition Program, this bill requires a statewide market analysis of the organic sector. Organic
farmers need this information to identify and build new market opportunities so they can take advantage of the growing
consumer demand for organic. Ultimate success for current and future organic farmers depends on ready markets for
organic products.

AB 2499 expande las oportunidades para todos los agricultores al hacer que la certificacion orgdnica sea una opcion
accesible. Ademds de establecer un Programa de Transicion Orgdnica, este proyecto de ley requiere un andlisis de
mercado estatal del sector orgdnico. Los agricultores orgdnicos necesitan esta informacion para identificar y crear
nuevas oportunidades de mercado para que puedan aprovechar la creciente demanda de productos orgdnicos por parte
de los consumidores. El éxito final de los agricultores orgdnicos de hoy y futuros depende de la disponibilidad de
mercados para los productos orgdnicos.

Thank you for championing solutions that help underserved farmers and ranchers stay in business and steward natural
resources.

Gracias por campeonar soluciones que ayudan a los agricultores y ganaderos desatendidos a permanecer en el negocio y
administrar los recursos naturales.

Sincerely,
m
Rebekah Weber Bryce Loewen Kim Dixon
California Certified Organic Farmers  Blossom Bluff Orchards Bolthouse Farms
Liz Niles Mireya Gomez-Contreras Baltazar Caballero Basurto

Sespe Creek Organics Esperanza Community Farms Mixtec Produce Organic Farms
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Kari Flores
Robert Sinskey Vineyards
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John McKeon
Earthbound Farm Organic

Rebecca Gildiner
Daily Harvest

Alejandro Salazar
Salazar Organic Farms
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Michael Evenson
Lost Coast Ranch
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Anna Larson
California Climate and Agriculture
Network

Janaki Jagannath
California Farmer Justice
Collaborative

Michael Dimock
Roots of Change

Ann Lépez
Center for Farmworker Families
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Kathy Webster
TomKat Ranch

Philip LaRocca
LaRocca Vineyards

AFthert Staws
Albert Straus
Straus Family Creamery

Gina Colfer

Gina Bella Colfer
Wilbur-Ellis Organic
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Mark Squire
Good Earth Natural Foods
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Dave Runsten
Community Alliance with Family
Farmers
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Patricia Carrillo

Agriculture and Land-Based Training

Association

Nayamin Martinez, MPH
Central California Environmental
Justice Network

Catherine Dodd

Families Advocating for Chemical
and Toxics Safety
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Susan Shields
Lundberg Family Farms

Al Lol

Alberto Mendoza
Ayoquezco Organic Produce
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Karen Archipley
Archi’s Acres

aron Werlfee
Aaron McAfee
RAW FARM by Organic Pastures
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Tom Stein
American Farmland Trust
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Beth Smoker
California Food and Farming
Network
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JJordan
Leadership Counsel for Justice &
Accountability
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Eli Tizcareio
National Young Farmers Coalition
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Sarah Aird and Jane Sellen
Californians for Pesticide Reform



Torri Estrada
Carbon Cycle Institute

Rebecca Spector
Center for Food Safety
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Asha Sharma
Pesticide Action Network
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Sibella Kraus
Sustainable Agriculture Education

"/

Christine Farren
Foodwise
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Bill Allayaud
Environmental Working Group

Kari Hamerschlag
Friends of the Earth

Cynthia Daley

Cynthia Daley
The Center for Regenerative
Agriculture and Resilient Systems
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Lena Brook
Natural Resources Defense Council
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Mark Weller
Safe Ag Safe Schools



