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	      Summary


SB 252 will require new well permit applicants in critically overdrafted basins to provide basic information about their proposed well, and inform their neighbors about their intent to build a new well. It will require cities and counties in critically overdrafted basins to make new well permit applications public prior to approval. It provides technical assistance to cities and counties to help implement this act.

	Background


According to the California Department of Water Resources, 21 groundwater basins throughout the state are deemed “critically overdrafted,” causing wells to dry up, land to subside and damage infrastructure, saltwater to intrude from the sea, and jeopardizing the availability of groundwater for future generations.

The Sustainable Groundwater Management Act was a critical step toward achieving groundwater sustainability. However, it will not be fully implemented for several years, allowing groundwater overdraft to continue, negatively impacting water supplies for existing pumpers. 

Greater transparency is needed to provide existing pumpers and landowners in critically overdrafted basins with important information about the use of shared groundwater resources, specifically regarding applications for new well permits.
	Existing Law


In 2014, California adopted landmark legislation, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (Part 2.74 (commencing with Section 10720) of Division 6 of the Water Code), to sustainably manage groundwater resources. 

	This Bill


Protects groundwater pumpers and landowners most at risk from increased groundwater overdraft by increasing transparency about proposed new wells in critically overdrafted basins.

Informs existing pumpers and landowners in critically overdrafted basins by requiring new well permit applicants to notify their neighbors of their intent and provide basic information about the proposed well, and by requiring cities and counties to make the details of new well permit applications publicly available, prior to approval.

Exempts small domestic wells, replacement wells, and cities or counties with ordinances that protect existing pumpers from increased overdraft.

	Support


Clean Water Action
Environmental Justice Coalition for Water
Sierra Club California
Planning and Conservation League
Leadership Council for Justice & Accountability
CA. League of Conservation Voters
The Nature Conservancy
North County Watch
CA. Coastal Protection Network
Condor’s Hope
Community Water Center


North Coast Stream Flow Coalition
Karuk Tribe
Union of Concerned Scientists

	Opposition


None on file
	Contact


Les Spahnn, (916) 651-4003; leslie.spahnn@sen.ca.gov
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